
USEFUL FOR 

Distinguishing primary membranous nephropathy from secondary membranous nephropathy

CLINICAL INFORMATION

Membranous nephropathy is the most common cause of nephrotic syndrome in white adults. 
Eighty-five percent of membranous nephropathy cases are primary/idiopathic and the other 
15% are secondary. Phospholipase A2 receptor (PLA2R) is an antigen located on podocytes. 
The majority of cases of primary membranous nephropathy have circulating autoantibodies 
against PLA2R.

SPECIMEN REQUIRED

Specimen Type: Formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded tissue block or 3 unstained glass, 
“positively charged” slides with formalin-fixed, paraffin-embedded tissue (cut at 3-4 microns)

Container/Tube: Pathology Packaging Kit (Supply T554) Serum gel

Additional Information: A pathology/diagnostic report is required.

INTERPRETATION

This test, (when not accompanied by a pathology consultation request) will be reported as 
either positive or negative.

If additional interpretation/analysis is needed, please request 70012 / Pathology Consultation 
along with this test and send the corresponding renal pathology light microscopy and 
immunofluorescence (IF) slides (or IF images on a CD), electron microscopy images (prints or 
CD), and the pathology report.
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